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The Music Lexicon  
 

 

Key –  
 
Key Signature –  

 
Pulse –  

 
Tempo –  

 
Meter –  
 
Syncopation –  
 
Rubato – 

 
Dynamics –  
 
Duration –  

 
Interval –   

 
Triad –  

 
Melody –  
 
Counterpoint -   

 
Harmony –  

 
Chromatic –  

 
Cadence – 
 
Authentic Cadence –  
 
Plagal Cadence –  

 
Half Cadence –  

 
Inversion – 
 
Tonality –  
 
Tone –  
 
Timbre –  
 
Major –  
 
Minor –  
 
Voice –  
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Soprano –  
 
Alto –  
 
Tenor –  
 
Bass –  
 
Augmented –  
 
Augmentation –  
 
Diminished –  
 
Diminuition –  

 
Harmonic Rhythm –  
 
Diatonic –  
 
Tonic –  
 
Dominant –  
 
Subdominant –  
 
Relative Key –  
 
Parallel Key –  
 
Secondary Dominant –  
 
Modulation –  
 
Transposition –  
 
Substitution –  
 
Voicing –  
 
Ostinato –  
 
Phrase –  
 
Phrasing –  
 
Anacrusis – 
 
Arsis –  
 
Chord Tone –  
 
Passing Tone –  
 
Auxiliary tone –  
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Ornament – 
 
Sequence –  
 
Imitation –  
 
Theme – 
 
Variation –  

 
Recapitulation –   
 
Del Capo –  
 
Del Segno –  
 
Coda -  
 
Verse –  
 
Chorus –  


